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1. hae Eulturbund sur Demokratischen Erneuerung Deutschlands is the nost import-
and and most powerful Soviet-sponsored cultural organisation 1p Berlin and the
Russian Zone. No organization ip Berlin or in the Ruseisa %one cowld preperly

be considered a ecompetitor oF eppovent of the Kulturbumd. 1t was fgwmw on
\ 2 July 1945 im the Punkheve in Berlin end maintsing offices in Schluterairasss
i (Pritish seotor), but its halls, resteursnt, end meetlng place are located ab
Jagerstrasse 2 {Sovist goctor).

2., The avowed purpese of the Kulturbund 39 the vevivel of democracy in Gelasn
cultural and political 14fs, Ite officevs and publications ‘have repesietly
atated that the Fulturbund does not fevoy sUy¥ political party. Hethods used

o evade thls self-imposed penpartisanship vary. Paul Wandel, for exB™ Do, 2
Demmniat member of the Kultarbund, is ravorded by Scpede to have gecounied for
nis partisan stotements by saying ¥net he spesks nect for his offics or the
Aulturbund, but rether for his party, the SED. N C2nsnk: Wepdel, a men-25X1AGa
por of the Central Secreteriat of the SED, and president of the Centra’. hdmin-
3gtration for Education im the Russien Zone, is slso anid by Sopade te heve
declared, in comnection with the recent Ruasisn arrests of University of Berlin
students, that it 1@ the dubty end privilege of SED students to ppevent the
upiversity from vocoring a refugs of reaction. He peportedly raceives almest
deily dirsctives from the ¥ulturbond on ghapling the political mocd of the Ruse
sian Zons Germens.

3a The present officors of the wulturbund ave for the most part the original. of«-
ficers, chosen 00L after the Rulturbund was rounded. The president, T a7men
25X1A6a born, Hoscow trained, repatriaf Joharmes K. Becher, was Yuown as & Copmuaist
apiter end poob befors 1933, _E;gxgggggzgs Becher, a member of the Sentral
gecretariat of the SEB, is reported to have heen & membar of the Steeriag Com=
aittes of the Free Germeny Commities ip Rusein. He ie crodited by sor: with
having converted Field Mersholl von Paulus to eolleboration with the Fusclans.
25X1A6a Goneral secrataries of the Kulturbund are Heinz ¥illmann and Alexander Ahuacho,
Copments Hillwann, 8 Compunist organizer of considersble exper ioncay
roturpsd from Mescew in the summer of 1945, hocording to Soppds, heo wad de~
tailed by Moscow v organize the Kulturbund, and 18 its prosent irue 1osder,
fie is a membar of the SED, and is in charge of jdeclogical plaming. 742 Imann
wus, snd DEY still be, a member of the Soviet Army. Other -Kulturbund leaders
who heve been members of the Soviet Avmy sre %1114 Bredel - Communist writer,
formerly e member of the Steering Conaittze of the Free Geormany Commities in
Russia, and Kloin-Schuidt, 8 former priest who js a ranking SED funetionary
1n Province Meckla Rburg .
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Abuseh returnad. so Gormany from Uexico & out elsht months a;-‘gd’:’*yﬂ’l) nenber :
o® lonz stariinv, and one of the -out imrorient Communists in Govmany, he is o
seid %o e covartly the editor-in-chief of three lorge Zorlin journslss The
Tolthitings the Aufbay (official m™1ics“ion of Sthe ¥ulturbund), edited “y
Tleus fiysi; and the Songtem, edited ty Ur. Glnther Brondt. (Srendt is e mem-
bar ~€ the Contral Yeadcuerters of the Sid).

Toirty Kulturbund re-bars ferm the Frisidislret, or ombarship Committee, of
the srsenization. CF ihase, the —alority ~re SuD re ters, though some balong
to the CDU; none cre rebers of the SID. Tishin bris cermitt e th9re ovists

a smallsr eroup czlled She ?rﬁsidialausachuss, or Subeom~i*tse.  Dechsr, is a
nerher of Lhis aroup; and iis proninant COU =me her 1s firgsrmeister Fricdens-
burg. ~ost 0 the other mevbors balong to the S:iD or syrrathine ~ith it. The
real conirol, hovever, rests in a “our ~an vorkinz perty {irboitsausschuss).
lombers of thn - orkint Comrittee -ro: Johannes 3. “echer, Ualnz -~ illnmonn,
ilexander Atusch, cnd Xlaus Gysi. The -gonda of Lhe ~amhaprghip comnittee and
subecornittee is -orked oui by the s—all ' orkins narsy. This inror sarciun
constitutes ¢ Sis tly knit orous o° neorle ~ho con overate vithouj intorference
fro~ the CDU or other nor-o D merhors. (EACe::snt: Three :rosidislret 25X1AGa
nembers besides Dacher were me-bers of tha Pree Gerrany Committee in fussia
during the rar: Friedrich Uolf, "11li redel, rnd Ttheodor rlivier, nx thor of
Stalingrad, Flivier is also seid %o be a merher of “he Central Conmitiee of
the rowly “ormed, Communist front, Vereini-gung -er Torfolgton des lagirezi- es,.)

The Berlin organization of -he Xulturbund in ~rralleled in 411 Lénder of the
Russiarn 7ore, "ith & Lendesloitun~ of the Kuliurbund as the tor Lani or-urie
gation. The fulturbund put up czniidrtes “or the Lani ani freis eloebions in
the lmcsian 7ona lest “ell, *ut the nuwher of seats gelned hy then wes negligible.

The rewsreper Abend, as cuoted in Sopade, 12 Tzy 1947, asti~ tes ~anborship in
the ¥ulturbund arouni the lirst of twis year to have heen 20,070 %o 35,000 in
the Aussisn “ome, 12,000 in Ierlin, rnd e secattersd ~e~heorship in the vra-tern
zones, Thich brings the totel ~e brrship Lo about 50,000, Trdouhladly Lh2
chisf recruiting mppeel of the Kulturbumd 1s not intcllectual but physicel.
T4 has mede every efiort to meke the clubroome it maintaing luxurious, ard
in them wid-day meals ave served to members for a very nominal fee without
surrender of ratien coupons.

seecordine to Sopade, the lulturbund reesives monthly dues from its -~enbors,

“ho in snom2 insisrees meke voluntery conktribubons of more bhen the smount

o ~he Juss. It is difficult, howsv-r, even alloving for oecaslonzl larser
contributions, Lo see how the rrount of duss collected is & sufficisnt sun to
ncover tha cost of administration slonz. Sopade clbes ns an axw vle the Taet
that the last informaiion recaived inllested that the provinclel rresidents

of the Xulturbund in the Russian Jone reczive 1,200 to 1,300 R¥ per zonth, snd
their sssistenis hetween 1,000 znd 1,200 R, The heads of the various scetiord
of the Kulturbund (some ten in all, including wribting, art, music, and scholar-
ship) reecive sbout 300 RIT per nonth., Sorede claims to have received irforma-
tion that in “ecklenhurg-Formern the provineisl Kulturbund receives money in
the hundreds of thousands of daichsmerks through the Finance Dep rtrvent of the

provineial government. (Conuent:s If any proof were nesded vhal the
Kulturburd is an instrument of the S&B, and by the pame token & Communisd
front organization, such concealed governmentel subsidizing would be prima
facie evidence.

An instanee of outrisht propassrda bricfing of a Zulturbund of"icial by o rep=.

reserntative of S'A has hoen rerorted, fccording to this @1l rlreed end raliable
source, a ren ne-ed Sell Tan, a3 rovrengy tstive of ‘the ‘ulturbund for Sonnchors/
Thurin~tia, eslled In hy = Li. Col. TostriXov of tha loesl Korendsiure., Vostrilkov
ss¥ed Sell to errsree Tor - actinrs of She srti-fascist oerties, o Lo held during
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April in Sonnchire wnd in trelve of the larger communltiles ~f the district.
The loetures wure S0 e in supnort of the dorentic and foreizn nolicles of

the Sovie: Union. ¢

Tre ulturbund collahorstes vary closely +—ith the Free Gorman TPade I'mions
Acroelation (FOGBY. 4n o nlo of their coopcration is the organizatlonel
vork done in April :rd @ sy of this wvorr in scotting up e "reoples" Theater
Orgenlzation (Vol'sblihnen). im» inibirl ~coting was hald in "rosden on 29
April 1947, end vas dominated hy ronrasariatives of the Yulturbtund and the
TDGB., The neeting was layrotoed Wy K. Uneschke, Frovineiel Secretary of the
Kulturbund in Lend Saxony, hosz theme nrimsrily was that the Soviet occupe-
tion aulhoriti~s hed gorerously suprorted the movement for a ieoples' Theater,
thereby zivins the lic to “itlorian propagsnda sbout Slavie lsck of culture.
s apoech wa~ folloved =ith onc br Yerr Pfennschmidi, Sacretsry for Cultural
Activities in the Provineisl Comwitice of tho UGB, who pointed out the im-
portance of cultursl setivitios in the political erd vrivate life nf workers.
The rrovinclal Commlttce for She Gureen I=oples! Mester Arsoclatlion for
Saxony congisted o fiftcen membsrs, of whom five vere representzabives of the
FDGB end. the follovins five rere ranrosertetives d'the Fulturbunds

Frau "ergerete Wirth, Plaven

Horr v, Kneschke, Dresden

Frau Kate Heldonbersar, Dresden

Horr !ans Stuhrmenn, Zvickeu

Herr Siogren shrentreub, Dresden
The ecollaborabion hetwesn tho Kulsturbund ani FUGR reprosentetives vrs continued
ab 2 convention held in the Fulturbund's “erlin clubhouse on the 135, 17, ¢rd 18
of Voy 1947 for the purpose of founding e Pocorles' "heator Associatiorn Tor fere
rary (Uundes Doutschnr Yolsbuhnen). At ihis meebing the & A was rapreseried
by ‘ejor Dr., dynschitz of the culturael dereriment of the S 4, ard »v 1s3 Lt,
Fedor "-<dra, &4 uaior Officer.
The neeting was dintinmvished by she prescnee of Uilhelm Ploek, 25 ~=211 &s
Frioctzel of the PDGH; Hilde Kérbnr, actress +nd posbtess. Kerl-lisinz . ortin,
dircehor of the Habbalthentar; e, Friedrich " olf, nloyrrishbs Dircetor Sehulzos
Pritz drponock, myblishar; Director [1fred Lirdenenn of DoFh; Xlaus Oysi; and
“zlter wmschke of Lthe TIGE,

the Kulturbund is “est known zhroush its publications, vwhieh armogr under the
imrrint of the sufbau Verlrg, Tounded in jivgust 1945, Genersl ~eneger of the
suften Yorlag as ioort “ilheln, - o, howover, was never issued = pulisher's
llcanso wy the S'A. In sha "1l of 1045 the Kulturbund bhees—e the lic-nsee
of the fufbou conecern. 11 Hhe shrres of the iufbru Verlaz sre o-ned hs the
Kultrhuri, vhich receives a monthly sum from bthe yrublishing hovese zs wrofits
geerusd darine she month, Aufbau Verleg is resSponsible for the ronthly nega-
zine_Aufbau; Aufien hooks; Somntesz, = semi-escanist cullurel weelly; ond
Aussnrache, thefuliurbund's house orgen, distributed to ‘vlturburd memieors only.
iufbru's magezine, vhich node a noticesble stborpt durirs Pirst yoer of its
weistence to become a nonpartisen muhliestion, hes e vrescnt cireulation of
20,000 conies. It~ former ecirculation was 125,000, Tive thorserd cotfag of
aufbou are resularly sent to the British Zors, th restgeing to Berlin and the
Yussian “one. Ulo sizable murher of copies, arporently, is distributed in the
dAnericen Zore.,

All allocations o hulk nawer to Aufbau Vorles wued to he rade by the STA,

This function hos racently roverted Lo the Uulturbeirst, or Culturel Advis-.
ory Coureil, &n znnex of the Central Adninistretion for iduertion in the Rus-
nier Zona, Though non~partisan publishers srd printors are merbars of this
Cultural ..dvi~ory Courcil, the controlling inTlnenee lies =ith “‘einert ard
“gndel, hoth Garean “orn reratrisztes from oscow. “andel 18 nor-iored in
raram-aoh 2, atove, as “residsnt of the Central Ld-inictrs lion for zducation

in the Zussisn Zone., Teinert, during tho wer, conifucted the fovietb Army rrona-
zenda esddrossed to “he Germen irvy. - Because paper allocetions vere in the
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nends of the 574, rrd editorial plannincg is in t'» “onds of the “our man come
nittee of he Yulturburd, the rols of the Cormer wanarsl ren:zor of the Aufbau
Jorlaz, Kurt “ilheln, ves a linitel onc. ilholm, himself once a norber of the
54D, rossessor of @ zood enti-Nesl record, with some lwenty years expericnce
in publishing, attorpted from the stort to abide by the non-pertisan pretensions
of thz Fulturburd. At & vecent mecting of Abuseh, Techer, an’ Tillmann, “ilheln
was cased out of %he Aufhev Verlag.
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